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Letter from the Director  

This summer brought exciting new changes to our office.  These changes allow the office to increase our 

capacity in meeting community needs both on-campus and in the Twin Cities.  

 

In June, St. Kateôs received a grant from MN Campus Compact to host a College Health Corps VISTA position to create increased 

health care access to people experiencing poverty. Along with our staff, Susan Nelson (PTA), Ginny McCarthy (Nursing) and Kate 

Barrett (OSOT) hired Yui Hashimoto for this position. The year-long VISTA position allows for an increase in staffing, enabling an 

expansion of our office for a more visible presence on the Minneapolis Campus.  Yui will work to expand service-learning courses 

and off-campus student employment positions across the School of Health. By working with St. Kateôs faculty and students, Yui will 
increase health care access in the community. She will be housed in Minneapolis on Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays in Old Main, 

Room 230. Watch for upcoming details on an open house.  

 

Due to an increase in financial aid awards, our office was able to hire 62 first year students as America Reads tutors and van drivers 

in addition to 36 returning tutors and van drivers.  To accommodate the increased number of tutors, our office expanded to two new 

America Reads sites: Crossroads Elementary School in St. Paul and Project for Pride in Livingôs after-school programs at one of 

their housing locations in St. Paul.  We were also able to expand the hours tutors spend at nearly all of our existing sites. Likewise, 

the increase in aid increased the number of positions in the Community Leadership Program from 11 to 15.  This program has ex-

panded by formalizing our partnerships with Bethany Convent, Minnesota Council of Churches,  Wisdom Ways and Women's Initia-

tive for Self-Empowerment (WISE).   

 

New staff members have also joined our work. Read more about them in the following pages. We are also working with 14 service-

learning courses.  I am working with 4 new faculty and three new courses- Speaking to Lead and Influence with Rafael Cervantes, 

Psychology Engages the World with Jaime Peterson and Foundations of Public Health with Ginny McCarthy, as well as with many 

faculty and sections of The Reflective Woman.  

 

As the academic year begins again, it is wonderful to have all of the new people involved in our work as well as to see the many fa-
miliar faces that continue to join us in facilitating and participating in community work and learning experiences.  I hope that future 

newsletters will capture the stories of our work over the next year, as well as motivate you to engage with us.  
 

By Martha Malinski 

America Reads Fall 2009 

Two New Sites: 
Project for Pride in Living 

Crossroads Elementary 

Six Returning Sites: 
Anishinabe Academy 

Jane Addams School for Democracy 
Longfellow Humanities Magnet School  

Longfellow Community School 
Roosevelt High School 

YWCA St. Paul 

98 Tutors and Van Drivers 

America Reads is an off-campus student employment program supporting literacy. St. Kateôs provides transportation in 

vans for students to tutor pre-K students to adults at 8 sites across the Twin Cities community.  

Kelli Steinfeldt and Kab Nras Lee practice tutor-

ing techniques at America Reads orientation in 

September 

Student coordinators, Alejandra Gonzalez  

and Janessa Schilmoeller  
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The Changing Face of Homelessness: Women and Children 

INDI 1010: The Reflective Life 
Faculty: Michael Baynes 

PSYC 2850 Seminar I:  

Psychology Engages the World 

Faculty: Jamie Peterson 

SPAN 2250: Advanced Spanish 

Faculty: Hilda Kachmar 

 

 

By DôAnn Urbaniak Lesch This past June I was offered the chance to co-teach the Global Search for Justice class with Deep 

Shikha, Chair of Economic Department, with a focus on ñThe Changing Face of Homelessness: 

Women and Children.ò  This month-long immersion in the Twin Cities was co-taught for the first 

time in January 2009 by nursing faculty Ginny McCarthy and my Community Work and Learning 

colleague Amanda Steepleton.  The opportunity was exciting and overwhelming all at once.  

Luckily, the class relied heavily on something that I felt confident in: the community. One of the 

key components of the course was that students would work at community sites 8 hours each 

week for 3 weeks of their 5 week class. Deep and I not only brought in a host of speakers from the 
community but also held the majority of our classes in the community.   

Our first class sessions were at St. Stephenôs Church in South Minneapolis, next to St. Stephenôs 

homeless shelter. Meeting away from campus allowed the students to gather as a community of 

learners part of a larger community connected to issues of poverty and homelessness. The second 

week of class, we participated together in ñA Day in the Life,ò facilitated by St. Stephenôs Human 

Services. Breaking into small groups with a facilitator from the organization, we spent 10 hours 

learning from community educators, people who either had been or were experiencing homeless-

ness. We traveled on foot and by bus, traversing the parts of Minneapolis where people experiencing home-

less seek support, food and shelter. The day was exhaustingly powerful, and one that challenged us to under-

stand poverty and homelessness in a very real, very different way.  

Students were placed at internship sites at a variety of different organizations, and their experiences ranged 

from assisting families accessing food shelf services to supporting single moms in transitional housing to 

advocating for policies supporting the rights of low-income renters. The organizations we worked with were  

Families Moving Forward, Home Line, Jeremiah Program, Neighborhood House, Peace House, Project for 

Pride in Living, St. Paul YWCA Transitional Housing, St. Stephenôs Street Outreach. We were blessed to 

work with amazing organizations, and I am thankful for the site supervisors and humbled by the amazing 

work they do each day.   
For class time, we brought in many speakers to share their knowledge and work relating to homelessness.  

Sister Ann Redmond; former St. Paul Mayor Jim Scheibel; MN Coalition for the Homeless Director and 

Eveleth City Councilwoman Liz Kuoppala; Melissa Jobe, St. Kateôs alumnae working with St. Paul Public 

Schools Title 1 Program; Jennifer Ford Reedy, project manager of Mind the Gap report and now work-

ing with the St. Paul Foundation; State Representative John Lesch. These speakers challenged us to ex-

pand and deepen our understanding of the issues surrounding homelessness.  

Since teaching this class, I have personally become more involved in the issue of homeless by volunteer-

ing and staying informed.  Additionally, the students of this GSJ course were personally impacted:  According to Student Kate Zim-

ney, who worked with St. Stephenôs, ñBy volunteering I was able to connect with people in a bold and meaningful way.  It gave me a 

sense of purpose and reminded me that my academic studies are only one piece of who I am and that I am a better student when I 

actively pursue that greater good.ò 

Kate Zimney presents her 

experience to faculty, staff, and 
community members 

Each term, Community Work and Learning partners with faculty across many disciplines to provide a meaningful, hands-on experience for 

students.  In service-learning courses, students can extend their education beyond the classroom.  Below are the summer and fall semester 

Summer 2009 

CIL 1500: Transcultural Learning Through 
Community Connections 
Faculty: Elizabeth Fontaine 

COMM 1030: Speaking to Lead and  
Influence 
Faculty: Rafael A. Cervantes 
CORE 3990: Global Search for Justiceï The 

Changing Face of Homelessness 
Faculty:  Deep Shikha, DôAnn Urbaniak Lesch 
 

Fall 2009 
ALS 3120: Advanced ASL II 
Faculty: Beth Seibert, Jimmy Beldon 
 

FCNS 4150: Advanced Patternmaking 
Faculty: Anupama Pasricha 

CIL 1500: Transcultural Learning Through 
Community Connections 
Faculty: Michael Baynes 
CORE 1000: The Reflective Woman 
Faculty: Wachen B Anderson,, Louise Edward
-Simpson,  Mary Beth St. Hilare, Nicole Mon-
tana, Jamie Peterson,  Emily Ronning 

CORE 3990: Global Search for Justice- 
Women and Work 
Faculty: Sarah Rand 

HLTH 2994  Foundations of Public Health 

Faculty: Virginia M. McCarthy 

GSJ: The Changing Face of Homeless-

ness students Summer 2009 outside 

Neighborhood House 

Service-Learning Courses:  
Connecting the Classroom to the Community 


