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The Times They are a Changin’ 

These words from the famous Bob Dylan song 

are relevant today more than ever.  Times are 

changing here at St. Kate’s.  The college be-

comes a university in June, licenses are chang-

ing and the department has a new Associate 

Dean.  First allow me to introduce myself.  My 

name is Tony Murphy, and I assumed this posi-

tion in August 2008, when Linda Distad 

stepped down to return to full-time teaching.  

Thanks Linda for all your work and leadership 

over the years.  My area of expertise is secon-

dary science and I have taught courses at the 

college in secondary science methods, as well 

as action research, and foundational education 

courses.  I have been involved with the devel-

opment of the Science, Technology, Engineer-

ing and Mathematics (STEM) minor and cer-

tificate.  This is a very exciting advance and 

puts St. Kate’s Elementary Education majors at 

the forefront of STEM education in the state.  

Read additional information in this edition of 

Teacher Talk to learn more about the STEM 

program and new requirements for Elementary 

Education majors.   

     In the spring of this year, the department had 

a very successful visit from the MN Board of 

Teaching (BOT).  This visit approves the de-

partment to offer teaching licenses until 2016.  

The department faculty would like to thank all 

the students, supervisors, cooperating teachers 

and principals who took the time to be part of 

the process.  The BOT team did note points of 

distinction for the program; these included: 

1.     Student teachers who are confident and 

well prepared to handle the challenges of class-

room teaching. This is evident when speaking 

with the students themselves as well as school 

personnel who supervise the students; 

2.     The department’s research based initia-

tives related to Science Technology Engineer-

ing Mathematics (STEM) classes and Profes-

sional Development School (PDS) field sites, 

which is to be commended. 

3.     Students greatly appreciate the faculty 

modeling effective practice and the supportive 

relationships that faculty develop with them. 

     The work that faculty has done in the last 

few years developing the PDS field sites in 

STEM and Literacy has helped to create more 

confident student teachers.  We hope that the 

relationships with our PDS partners will con-

tinue to be productive and effective for all in-

volved, the St. Kate’s students and faculty, PDS 

teachers and more importantly the PDS P-6 

students.   

     As a result of the BOT visit and other modi-

fications within the college, adjustments have 

been made to some licenses.  In addition, there 

is a licensure amendment from the BOT for the 

elementary licenses; however this will not be 

official until late May.  This will require 

changes to the elementary education program to 

be instituted by fall 2010.  Please check the 

department website for all updates regarding 

licenses. 

     Finally, the college becomes St. Catherine 

University on June 1, 2009.  This is a momen-

tous change and one that more accurately re-

flects the comprehensive nature of St. Cath-

erine’s, with degrees offered from Associate to 

Doctoral level.   

     What does this mean for the Education de-

partment? A new school of Professional Studies 

is being developed which will encompass the 

departments of Education and the Master of 

Library and Information Science, and the 

School of Social Work.  For you, as students, 

this may mean future and further opportunities 

as the three units collaborate on specific pro-

jects.  However, the department and faculty 

will continue to graduate teachers, as we have 

since 1913, from nationally recognized pro-

grams in Education that help you develop the 

knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary for a 

successful, challenging and rewarding career in 

teaching. 
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     Enhance employment opportunities in elementary schools 

with a STEM focus.  St. Kate’s is the only state-wide institution 

offering an engineering course for Elementary Education Majors 

and STEM certificate. 

 

STEM Certificate/Minor 

     The STEM Certificate is composed of 3 courses: BIO1100 

Environmental Biology, CHEM1000 Chemistry of Life and  

INDI1110 Engineering in Your World; Makin and Breakin. 

Courses are available to all elementary education majors, Day 

and WEC, graduate students and 2M students.  To complete the 

minor, 2 additional courses are required: CHEM 2150: Environ-

mental Science: A Path to Sustainability; and PHYS 2990:  

Robots and the Earth: A Scientific Journey Through Time.  At 

this juncture, the final 2 courses are only offered in Day College.   

Information about the courses is available at http://

www.stkate.edu/academic/stem/courses.php 

     Look for the brochures posted throughout the Education  

Department to learn more about the courses.  For updates on this 

and other licensure changes, please go to the Education Depart-

ment website at http://minerva.stkate.edu/offices/academic/

education.nsf/pages/events_announcements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Scorpions is a Newbery honor award-winning book written 

by Walter Dean Myers. It is the story of Jamal Hicks, a twelve-

year-old boy living in Harlem, New York during the 1980s. Ja-

mal is surrounded by violence and drugs in his neighborhood, 

and is struggling at school. It is a very realistic and heartbreak-

ing work of fiction that is eye-opening to the challenges that 

youth in “troubled” neighborhoods face. Scorpions is a work of 

quality fiction for many reasons, including its gripping, believ-

able plot, its multidimensional characters, and its use of lan-

guage accurate to the setting of the story. 

     Scorpions engages readers from the first to the last page. The 

story begins by describing the external circumstances in Jamal’s 

life which make him susceptible to trouble. His older brother is 

in jail, his dad does not live with them, and he is picked on at 

school. Jamal makes his first bad decision when he becomes the 

leader the Scorpions, his brother’s old gang.  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     As an elementary education major, are you anxious about 

teaching science and mathematics to your students? Are you 

excited about science and mathematics and want more experi-

ences with them? Or do science, technology and all things 

mathematical frustrate you?  Do you know that now all 5th grade 

students have a state science test online? Well, to help our ma-

jors become more confident and competent in STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) the education,  

sciences and mathematics departments have developed a unique 

and innovative STEM certificate and minor. The project, funded 

by a 3M Foundation grant, brought together faculty members 

from the education, sciences and mathematics departments to 

create this new program.  Courses are interdisciplinary in nature 

with hands-on, minds-on experiences for students.  All courses 

are co-taught by an education and science faculty member and 

integrate various instructional strategies, modeling various prac-

tices in STEM education. 

 

Why is STEM important? 

     STEM is important on numerous levels.  On a state and na-

tional level, graduating enough STEM professionals is important 

to the economy. To remedy this situation we need to begin at the 

P-12 education system.  Within the education system, many 

students lose interest in STEM at grades 4-8, so to solve this we 

need to have good STEM education in the early grades. In addi-

tion, the state Department of Education has instituted new online 

assessments in science at grade 5, 8 and 10.  These reasons are 

why the STEM certificate is focused at the elementary level. 

     To better prepare you for teaching at the elementary level, 

beginning with students who are admitted to the Education  

Department in fall of 2009, all Elementary Education majors 

will be required to take three STEM courses. The completion of 

the 3 required courses result in a STEM Certificate for Elemen-

tary Education licensure candidates that will: 

Increase STEM content knowledge and skills, and enhance 

confidence levels in the use of effective instructional strategies 

in the teaching of STEM in P-6.  Studies indicate that Elemen-

tary Majors in particular are not well prepared or have strong 

confidence in teaching STEM. 

Provide preparation for changes in the Minnesota Academic 

Standards in Science that will incorporate more STEM content 

and skills with an increased focus on engineering and state  

assessments at the fifth grade level. 

STEM is Elementary at St. Kate’s                                  By Tony Murphy 

Critical Essay: Scorpions                        By Jessica Kotke 

http://www.stkate.edu/academic/stem/courses.php
http://www.stkate.edu/academic/stem/courses.php
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     The plot becomes increasingly gripping with each new 

event that occurs. Jamal is given a gun, which he decides to 

bring to school to scare his classmate Dwayne who is always 

picking on him. Then, he loses his job when one of the gang 

members steals from his store. A little bit later, his brother is 

stabbed in jail. Jamal decides the risk of being in a gang is too 

great, and he wants to get out of the Scorpions. Finally, at the 

plot’s highest point of tension, one of the gang members is 

about to stab Jamal when his best friend Tito saves him and 

shoots two of the gang members. Tito is so distraught over kill-

ing someone that he moves back to his homeland, Puerto Rico. 

Although the future of Jamal’s life is not resolved, it appears 

bleak given his circumstances. Each event in the story builds 

on and increases the plot’s suspense, grabbing the reader’s full 

attention. 

     The plot of Scorpions is believable and relevant to the lives 

of children today. Most children around twelve years old can 

relate to how Jamal is continually picked on and put down by 

his classmate Dwayne as well as his principle, teachers, and 

father. His principal shows him no sympathy, telling him he 

will never amount to anything. Likewise, his father tells him, 

“You got to act more like a young man.” Jamal has many nega-

tive influences in his life. At some point in their lives, all chil-

dren face degradation and are the victims of teasing. They face 

moral dilemmas and sometimes make bad decisions, such as 

when Jamal decides to join the Scorpions or when he brings a 

gun to school. Children can sympathize with Jamal’s situation 

and understand his bad choices not only because he lives in a 

harsh environment, but also because everyone makes mistakes. 

     Children can identify with the characters of the story. Like 

all real-life children, Jamal Hicks is multidimensional. He is 

not simply the bad kid that his principle and teachers label him 

as being. The more the reader learns about the challenges and 

tragic circumstances that surround Jamal’s life, the easier it is 

for her to understand the bad decisions that he makes, such as 

taking a gun to school. But also to realize that his bad decisions 

do not make him a bad person—he is still just a kid.  

Everyone can identify with making bad decisions. 

     Besides his multidimensional character, Jamal’s  

relationships are also an element of realism to the story.  

Children can relate to his close friendship with Tito as well as 

his constant quarreling with his younger sister, Sassy. Both of 

these relationships are typical among twelve-year-old boys. 

Tito and Jamal are best friends, and always there for each 

other. When Jamal is picked on and the grown-ups don’t under-

stand his situation, Tito supports him. At one point in the story, 

Tito reminds him “haven’t I always got your back.” The rela-

tionship between the two boys is one that may remind many 

children of their own loyalty to their friends. Jamal’s relation-

ship with Sassy is quite different from the one he has with Tito, 

but no less realistic. Sassy and he constantly bicker and fight 

for their mother’s attention. But this is also very similar to the 

way real-life siblings quarrel. 

Critical Essay: Scorpions (continued                By Jessica Kotke 

     Finally, Scorpions engages the reader through its realistic dia-

logue. Jamal and his friends use black urban dialogue in their 

interactions, which is accurate to the style of language that chil-

dren from Harlem used in the eighties and still use today. For 

example, Jamal tells Tito, “You always wearing my stuff. You a 

funny dude.” At one point in the story, Jamal’s principle draws 

attention to his style of language, saying to him “at least try to 

talk as if you’re civilized.” This shows that the dialogue which 

Jamal and his friends use is an important factor in determining 

how others view them.  The gang members use a cruder and 

harsher dialogue to show their toughness and capability for  

violence. One gang member yells at Jamal, “You better get your 

fresh-ass mouth on out of here.” Another tells him, “Catch you on 

my ’chine again, I’m gonna mess you up bad! You hear that?”  

Such dialogue separates the gang members from Jamal and Tito, 

who show great capacity to love in the dialogue between them. 

Overall, the dialogue conveys the break-neck environment of 

Harlem, New York in the eighties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     With three young children, two part-time jobs, a husband, a 

house, a busy singing schedule, and school; the thought of curling 

up with a good book seems like such a glorious luxury.  My  

one-year-old sees books as unique teething rings and pages to be 

crumpled.  My three and four-year-olds see books as a myriad of 

things: bedtime stories, a great pastime, building blocks of a 

tower, walls for a make-shift Barbie house, stepping stones to 

spread around the living room floor when it magically transforms 

into a river, and pretend ice-skates for gliding on our carpet they 

refer to as "the pond."  My husband sees books as practical tools 

for finding new recipes, learning about an antique rifle, or study-

ing every NFL record ever made and broken.  I see books as the 

key to a tiny bit of peace and relaxation.  However, I did not  

always see books as a quiet luxury.  My thoughts of literacy and 

books have evolved and been influenced by many factors over 

the years: my early literacy experiences at school and at home, 

my definition of literacy, my current experiences with literacy, 

and my goals for teaching literacy to my daughters and future 

students. 

Growing in Literacy       By Ellen Tronnes 
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Growing in Literacy (continued)                             By Ellen Tronnes 

As a child I thought I hated reading.  I never struggled 

with it, but I hated it nonetheless.  To say I was a shy child is 

like saying a forty-below-zero winter day is a little chilly.  I did 

not voluntarily speak in school until my junior year at St. 

Kate's.  When I was a child, we did no small group activities at 

school.   

As a result, reading class meant a great deal of reading 

aloud to the entire class.  The pain of reading class was not in 

the reading itself, but in the fact that I was regularly asked to 

speak in front of people.  Now that I am grown, I understand 

that I did not actually hate reading.  However, as a child I was 

not able to differentiate reading from the horrors that came 

with it.  

Thankfully, my early literacy memories are not all bad.  

There is one positive memory that left an indelible impact on 

me.  One Sunday morning while sitting in church, I reached for 

a hymnal after the congregation began singing.  Since I was in 

first grade, I usually just held the hymnal so that I could be like 

everyone else.  But that day I decided to do more.  I found the 

correct page, studied the words carefully, and caught up with 

the congregation midway through verse three.  I tugged on my 

mother's sleeve to indicate that I had found where we were in 

the hymn.  She smiled and quietly praised me.  The joy on my 

mother's face was all the encouragement I needed to let my 

voice be heard.  I sang, and never stopped singing.  Although I 

thought I had refused any extracurricular reading materials, I 

actually sought out literacy activities on a daily basis.  I begged 

for piano lessons so that I could learn to read the musical nota-

tion along with the words.  And although I would sit defiantly 

in my room each night refusing to read my homework, I actu-

ally loved reading when it was in the context of music.  It 

would be another thirty years before I would realize that sing-

ing involves reading, and perhaps I do not actually hate read-

ing. 

My involvement in music has helped to shape my defini-

tion of literacy.  I sing constantly throughout the day.  It is not 

uncommon for me to walk around singing Beethoven's Ode To 

Joy: "Freude, schἌner GἌtterfunken Tochter aus Elysium,  

Wir betreten feuertrunken, Himmlische, dein Heiligtum!  Deine 

Zauber binden wieder Was die Mode streng geteilt...."  I can 

read, sing, and even write in German, Italian, French, Latin, 

and English.  Unfortunately, being able to read and write in 

those languages does not mean I am literate in them.  The only 

words I actually understand in Ode To Joy are joy, God, and 

heavenly.  Because I often do not know what I am singing, I 

have come to realize that literacy has more to do with compre-

hension than the simple ability to read and write.  I view the 

ability to effectively communicate and comprehend a language 

on a written and oral level as literacy.  Even though I am able 

to read, speak, and write in numerous languages; I lack the 

ability to effectively communicate and comprehend the lan-

guages.  Also, because literacy implies comprehension, the 

term can be applied in a number of different contexts.  For  

example, one can be literate in art, music, mathematics, and 

computers.  Through my daily use of languages, I have been 

able to think about what it really means to be literate in a particu-

lar language or field of study. 

     Literacy plays a huge role in my life today.  I still struggle 

occasionally when it comes to reading aloud.  I can sing solo in 

front of hundreds of people without any trouble; but if I have to 

read even a simple announcement I will choke and stumble over 

every word.  Thankfully, I no longer refuse to read.  In my adult 

life; I have used literacy to learn to cook, to learn more opera, to 

survive on a daily basis, to help me tolerate riding my stationary 

bike, and to enjoy a little peace and quiet after tucking the girls in 

bed.  

I hope to instill in my daughters and future students an  

appreciation of reading and all literacy-related activities.  At this 

point, I teach my daughters by focusing on picture walks and 

phonetics.  When we read books together, we stop frequently to 

discuss what we see happening in the illustrations and talk about 

what we think might happen next.  I also point out letters, discuss 

their sounds, and the sounds of certain letter combinations.  Also, 

I do not limit these activities to books.  My daughters and I dis-

cuss letters and their sounds when we see them on cereal boxes, 

on street signs, and in stores.  I do not know what methods I will 

use with my students, but I do know that I will surround them 

with literacy opportunities.  I want to have books of all sorts in 

the classroom.  I want to encourage all interests and activities that 

will enhance their literacy.   I might choose to have students read 

aloud in class, but that will not be their only literacy activity.  

Students can practice literacy by reading song lyrics, reading  

directions for an art project, reading ingredients in a recipe, or 

reading instructions for a new game.  I do not want my daughters 

and students to fear or hate reading because they associate it with 

a frightening experience. 

     It took me almost thirty years to realize that I love reading.  

My early experiences with literacy, my definition of literacy, my 

current experiences with literacy, and my goals for teaching liter-

acy all help to shape my thoughts about reading.  I understand 

that everyone views literacy and reading differently.  Every day I 

get to witness my daughters' evolving perceptions of books,  

reading, and literacy.  I feel both honored and humbled as I think 

about the prospect of shaping so many students' perceptions of 

literacy. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

The teachers from Black Hawk Middle School in Prior Lake awarded Sarah Olson, 

Secondary Education Communication Arts & Literature, special recognition for out-

standing achievement in the area of Teaching Excellence. The principal and assistant 

principal signed the certificate as well as six teachers. 

 

 

Pang Mee Moua, Elementary Education with Preprimary and a STEM minor, received a  

Women's Leadership Award from St. Kate’s.   

 

 

Jennifer Aman, Elementary Education with Preprimary, received the 2008 Mary Alice  

Muellerleile Student Leadership Award from St. Kate’s. 

 

 

Our first Elementary with Preprimary and STEM minor student, Pang Mee Moua,  

will graduate this semester. 

 

 

The Education Club will be looking for members next year.  The Club is also seeking 

information on student activities and service projects.  For further information, please 

contact Jill Long at jllong@stkate.edu or at 651-690-8877. 

 

 

Remember, we become a University as of June 1, 2009! 


