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Center for Community Work and Learning 
Annual Report 2008-2009 

Mission Statement 

In order to promote multicultural understanding and social change, the Center for Community Work 

and Learning develops beneficial partnerships with community organizations. Within these 

partnerships, students are offered unique ways of learning and experiencing knowledge through 

reflective, active engagement. This innovative and experiential work helps to achieve the College's 

mission of developing students grounded in social responsibility. 

Essential Contributions 

 Promotes philosophy and practice of community work and learning  

 Facilitates meaningful, rigorous, experiential, community-based learning that enriches 

academic content and coursework 

 

 Engages students in meaningful work experiences, on and off-campus, that develop their 

professional skills and leadership capacity 

 Develops and sustains mutually beneficial campus and community partnerships 

 Supports faculty in integrating community work and learning into their curriculum through 

ongoing consultation, faculty development seminars, and grants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advanced Patternmaking students pose with 

residents of Ebenezer Care Center in their newly 

made outfits 

Faculty Pam Wilmouth and DPT students fold 

blankets at Bridging, Inc. during week-long local 

immersion course 
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Community Work and Learning Courses 

This academic year, the Center for Community Work and Learning continued to expand the number 

of students, faculty, staff, and departments integrating community work and learning into academic 

courses. 

 

By the numbers: 

32         Faculty who taught courses with a community work and learning component 

549         Students who took a community work and learning course 

29         Courses across 12 departments that offered a community work and learning component 

27  Additional courses that invited Community Work and Learning to give a classroom 

presentation and/or facilitate an in-class activity or reflection 

7,598         Total number of hours students spent working in the community  

 

5-year Comparison Data: 

 

 

List of Courses:  

ASL 3100: Advanced ASL I 

ASL 3120:  Advanced ASL II 

CIL 1500:   Trans-cultural Learning Through 

Community Connections  

COMM 3100: Communicating Across   

Ethnicities, Identities and 

Differences 

CORE 1000: The Reflective Woman 

CORE 3990: Global Search for Justice 

DPT 7160: Summit 

ENGL 2000:  Writing for Life-Developing Skill 

and Confidence 

FCNS 2150:  Socio-cultural Aspects of 

Clothing 

FCNS 4150: Advanced Patternmaking 

INT 4060:  Simultaneous Transliteration 

and Interpretation 

NURS 3400:     Nursing Care of the Family 

SPAN 2250: Advanced Spanish 

SPAN 3999:     Senior Seminar  

THEO 2850:  Social Justice: A Christian       

Perspective 
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List of Faculty:  

Michael Baynes, CORE and Student Affairs 

Jimmy Beldon, ASL and Interpreting 

Jennifer Briggs Miller, PTA 

Kristina Bonsager, Spanish 

Rachel Bundang, Theology 

Rafael Cervantes, Communications 

Holly Clynch, PTA 

Louise Edwards Simpson, History 

Kate Encalada, Nursing Assistant 

Elizabeth Fontaine, Liberal Arts and Sciences 

Patty Gordon, ASL and Interpreting 

Jyothi Gupta, DPT 

Amy Heinz, OTA 

Kate Henderson, English 

Mary Sue Ingman, DPT 

Hilda Kachmar, Spanish 

Sue Klappa, DPT 

Romana Klaubauf, Nursing 

Damon Klaphake, Liberal Arts and Sciences 

Jesse Mason, Liberal Arts and Sciences  

Ginny McCarthy, Nursing 

Julie Moe, Nursing 

Jeannine Mueller-Harmon, Nursing 

Anupama Pasricha, Family, Consumer and 

Nutritional Sciences 

Jamie Peterson, Psychology 

Mangan Pulford, Liberal Arts and Sciences 

Sarah Rand, Business Administration 

Elizabeth Siebert, ASL and Interpreting 

Jessica Solberg, PTA 

Heather Van Grootheest, PTA 

Hui Wilcox, Sociology 

Pam Wilmouth, DPT/PTA 

 

òI believe that this course has been one to the most eye-opening 

experiences throughout my education at the College of St. Catherine. Once 

we achieve true passion and genuine relationships in community with 

others, then we can put an end to homelessness and other injustices. 

Change first begins within me, and I am changed. I know I will extend my 

truth outward. I have gained some very valuable tools to not only help put an 

end to homelessness but also to see that I can do what I once believed I 

could notñcreate change for a more just society.ó - Kabou Xiong, student 

 

òStudents have consistently reported that community work is the 

most important part of learning in this courseéThis semester, 6 

students [out 0f 20] will continue working at their sites out of 

their own initiatives. I think it shows that community work not only 

enriches our curriculum and learning but also cultivates critical, 

compassionate, and engaged citizens.ó ðHui Wilcox ,faculty 

òSt Kateõs does a remarkable job of blending studentsõ classroom experience with service 

in the community. As a community partner, this is clearly evident in the students with whom 

we work. The students gain more from their service experience because of this close 

connection, but the community partners also gain a higher quality of service. The Writing for 

Life course is a prime example. Students provided PPL with incredibly useful documents 

and were able to spend more time researching and revising the documents than our often 

limited resources would otherwise allow.ó - Peter Elwell, Project for Pride in Living 

 

*Pictured Above: J-term GSJ local immersion students bring zAmya Theater Project to St. Kateõs for GSJ Convocation 
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Off-Campus Student Employment 

The Center for Community Work and Learning employs students to work off-campus with community 

partners through America Reads and the Community Leadership Program. Off-Campus Student 

Employment takes the goals of community engagement and student learning into the realm of 

employment by allowing students meaningful paid work in community settings and schools. 

 

By the numbers: 

9,122  Hours students worked in the community 

17   Community work sites 

74  Total number of students employed  

25  Trainings and Reflection Seminars Provided 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-year Comparison Data: 

 

òI feel so strongly that my community experiences have allowed me the kind of 

learning that formal education in the classroom could never provide me. All 

these places and people that have been part of my St. Kateõs experience, 

including Community Work and Learning, have shaped my identity, my goals, 

and my ideas in such deep and meaningful ways.óñAmanda Saum, student 

Community Leadership Program student, Jinaa 

Lane (second left, back) with YWCA St. Paul youth 

during campus visit 
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Community Leadership Program 

The Community Leadership Program is an off-campus student employment program where students 

develop their professional skills and leadership capacity, while also engaging in meaningful work 

within a community organization or school. Positions through the Community Leadership Program 

utilize the unique skills of underrepresented students at community sites and provide opportunities 

for work experience, leadership development, networking, and resume building.   

 

 

 

 

Community Leadership Program Sites and Positions: 

Jane Addams School for Democracy, Hmong and Spanish Speaking Circles Student Coordinators 

Jeremiah Program, Volunteer and Events Management Intern 

NorthPoint Center for Health and Wellness, Community Health Intern 

Roosevelt High School, Communications Intern for Health Careers Program 

St. Stephenõs Human Services, Communications Intern 

Sisters of St. Joseph-Celesteõs Dream and Wisdom Ways, Program Intern 

West Side Community Health Services, Community Health Intern 

YWCA St. Paul, Youth Health Educator 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òIt is hard to say whether my school work gives direction to my internship or whether my internship 

inspires my school work. Regardless, considering the larger picture of my college years, my 

internship at Celesteõs Dream has been instrumental in my development.ó ð Esther Moss, student 

òThe addition of a St. Kateõs Community Work and Learning intern as part of the Jeremiah Program 

Development Team has been a tremendous asset to our organization. Our intern, Kelsey, has 

demonstrated a broad worldview, a commitment to learning, and a dedication to excellence not 

always found in candidates. We look forward to involving Kelsey in an ever expanding role within 

our organization, and are confident about doing that because she is such a capable individual who 

demonstrates an eagerness to learn and grow.ó ð Beth Garland, Jeremiah Program 

Community Leadership Program students gather for 

reflection session 

Community Leadership Program 

student Yia Xiong with Jane Addams 

School kids during Halloween 

celebration 
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 America Reads 

America Reads is an off-campus student employment program that supports young peopleõs literacy 

and academic skill development. The program works collaboratively with 7 schools and community 

organizations to provide opportunities for St. Kateõs students to support the education of the next 

generation and promote greater access to higher education.  

 

America Reads Sites: 

Anishinabe Academy, Minneapolis 

Jane Addams School for Democracy, St. Paul 

Longfellow Humanities Magnet School, St. Paul 

Longfellow Community School, Minneapolis 

Neighborhood Learning Community, Humboldt Junior & Senior High School, St. Paul 

Roosevelt High School, Minneapolis 

YWCA St. Paul, St. Paul 
 

*At Longfellow Humanities Magnet, St. Kate's America Reads tutors worked for two semesters with a 

targeted group of kids achieving below grade level. As of May 15, all of the 4-6th grade students 

have now demonstrated proficiency at or above grade level. The school's literacy specialist attributed 

the high achievement to the consistent pairing with St. Kate's tutors. 

 

 
 
 

 

America Reads tutor Janessa Schilmoeller 

works with student at YWCA St. Paul 

America Reads tutor orientation 
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Community Collaborations 

The Center for Community Work and Learning partners with community organizations, schools, and 

clinics to educate students and to create meaningful work for the betterment of the community. This 

year, 76 community sites partnered with the office, an increase from 50 community partners in 

2007-2008. These community collaborators include: 

A.C.E.S., Minneapolis & St. Paul 

Adams Spanish Immersion School, St. Paul  

American Cancer Society, Minneapolis 

Animal Humane Society, Golden Valley 

Anishinabe Academy, Minneapolis 

Baker Recreation Center, St. Paul Parks and Recreation, St. Paul 

Best Academy, Minneapolis 

Bethany Convent, St. Paul 

Brain Injury Center, St. Paul 

Bridging, Inc-Serving Families in Transition, St. Paul 

Campus Ministry Social Justice Outreach Trip, College of St. Catherine, St. Paul 

Carty Heights, St. Paul 

Casa de Esperanza, St. Paul 

Cedar Riverside Adult Education Collaborative, Minneapolis 

Center for Hmong Arts and Talent, St. Paul 

Childrenõs Hospitals, St. Paul 

Common Bond Communities, St. Paul 

Communications Services for the Deaf of Minnesota, St. Paul 

Cristo Rey Jesuit High School, Minneapolis 

Ebenezer Care Center, Minneapolis  

Families Moving Forward, Minneapolis 

Fraser, Richfield and Bloomington 

Golden Living Center Lynnhurst, St. Paul 

HACER, Minneapolis 

Hancock Recreation Center, St. Paul Parks and Recreation, St. Paul 

Hazel Park Recreation Center, St. Paul Parks and Recreation, St. Paul 

Hmong YES, St. Paul 

Holy Rosary Catholic Church, St. Paul 

House Calls of Ramsey County, St. Paul 

Jane Addams School for Democracy, St. Paul 

Jeremiah Program, St. Paul 

Korean Service Center, Minneapolis 

LEAP International Academy, St. Paul 

Liberty Plaza Resource Center, St. Paul 

Linwood and Monroe School, St. Paul 

Longfellow Community School, Minneapolis 

Longfellow Humanities School, St. Paul 

Lutheran Social Services, Minneapolis 

Macalester Groveland Community Council, St. Paul 

Margaret Recreation Center, St. Paul Parks and Recreation, St. Paul 

Martin Luther King Recreation Center, St. Paul Parks and Recreation, St. Paul 

Metro Deaf School, St. Paul 

Minnesota African Womenõs Association, Minneapolis 

Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless, St. Paul 

Minnesota Council of Churches, Minneapolis 
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Minnesota Internship Center, Minneapolis 

Moreland Elementary School, West St. Paul 

Neighborhood Learning Community, St. Paul 

NorthPoint Center for Health and Wellness, Minneapolis 

North Side Adult Basic Education, Minneapolis 

Open Arms of Minnesota, Minneapolis 

Palace Recreation Center, St. Paul Parks and Recreation, St. Paul 

Peace House Community, Minneapolis 

Phillips Eye Institute, Minneapolis 

Pillsbury United Communities, Minneapolis 

Project for Pride in Living, St. Paul 

Project Regina, Minneapolis 

Quatrefoil Library, St. Paul 

Ramsey County Child Protection, St. Paul 

Resource, Inc., Minneapolis 

Ronald M. Hubbs Center for Lifelong Learning, St. Paul 

Roosevelt High School, Minneapolis 

San Miguel Middle School, Minneapolis 

St. Paul Public Schools Early Childhood Family Education Center, St. Paul 

St. Stephenõs Human Services, Minneapolis 

Scheffer Recreation Center, St. Paul Parks and Recreation, St. Paul 

Sisters of St. Joseph-Celesteõs Dream and Wisdom Ways, St. Paul 

Southside Family Nurturing Center, Minneapolis 

The Lab, St. Paul 

Wellstone International High School, Minneapolis 

West Minnehaha Recreation Center, St. Paul Parks and Recreation, St. Paul 

West Side Community Health Services, St. Paul 

Womenõs Initiative for Self Empowerment, St. Paul 

Women Venture, St. Paul 

Youth Farm and Market Project 

YWCA St. Paul, St. Paul 
 

 

 

Womenõs Initiative for Self Empowerment mentors Der Yang 

(middle front) and Bee Yang (right front) with mentees at 

Hmong New Year celebration 

Service-learning student Kristi Moua and CSJ 

Francis Anne Whisler play Bingo at Bethany 

Convent 


